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National Polish-American Sports Hall Goes Virtual





	The heroics of over 100 sports stars of Polish-American descent can now be accessed at the web site of the National Polish-American Sports Hall of Fame.  Also available for viewing is a collection of sports memorabilia from the hall’s collection.


	According to the Hon. Paul Paruk, chairman of the hall, “Not only can the accomplishments of such Polish-American superstars as Stan Musial, Mike Ditka and Mike Krzyzewski be found at the site, so can full-color photos of trophies, medals, uniforms, bats, hockey sticks, etc. which have been donated to the hall’s museum by its members.  Simply click on www.polishsportshof.com.”


	Over 115 artifacts have been photographed.  Paruk cites such examples as the following: the bronzed glove of New York Yankees first baseman Bill “Moose” Skowron, worn during four straight World Series championships in the mid ‘50s; a football donated by Green Bay Packers lineman Bob Skoronski, signed by the entire roster of the 1967 Super Bowl I champions; and the shoes worn by NBA great Mike Gminski when he scored his 10,000th career point in 1996.


	Video interviews with some of the hall’s inductees can also be found at the site.  In one particularly poignant segment, Walt Michaels, the Cleveland Browns Pro Bowl linebacker from the ‘50s, expounds on what it really means to be “tough” to his coach, Paul Brown.


	You’ll love it when you see Michaels recount the story:  “I remember one time Paul Brown telling me about being tough … and I said, ‘Paul, you couldn’t tell me anything about being tough.  If you wanna know about toughness you gotta go to those people who made it to this country, traveling four or five thousand miles and didn’t even know the language.  My father raised eight children and got us all to college in the United States and never made more than $3,000 a year; so this part of playing football and being tough is ridiculous.”


	According to its mission statement, the National Polish-American Sports Hall of Fame was established “To recognize and preserve outstanding achievement by individuals of Polish heritage in the field of sports and to educate the entire community with the hope of encouraging and inspiring personal excellence.”  One of the ways the hall encourages those ideals is through the Stan Musial Scholarship Fund.  Each year worthy students receive grants ranging from $500 to $1,000.  To date, the National Polish-American Sports Hall of Fame has made grants totaling $30,000.  Several events are held each year to raise funds for the scholarship including the organization’s annual golf outing in Romeo, Michigan, and its annual banquet which honors each year’s class of inductees at the Polish-American Cultural Center in Troy, Michigan.  Information on how to participate in these events is available at the hall’s Web site.


	“Anyone, regardless of ethnicity, will find the National Polish-American Sports Hall of Fame and its Web site to be fascinating,” said Paruk.  “But if you’re Polish, and appreciate the inspirational stories of Polish-American athletes who, in many cases, emerged from modest or even impoverished backgrounds, then you will beam with pride after visiting the site.”


	Paruk also acknowledges Collaboration, a marketing solutions firm in Pleasant Ridge, Michigan who designed and built the web site.  “It was our intent to fully engage visitors at the web site for the National Polish-American Sports Hall of Fame,” says Paruk.  “My hat goes off to Collaboration for helping us to achieve our goal.”
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