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RYPIEN, HURLEY, KENN AND QUINN ELECTED


                                            NATIONAL POLISH-AMERICAN SPORTS HALL OF FAME


                                               INDUCTION BANQUET THURSDAY, JUNE 8, TROY, MI





Former Pro Bowl quarterback and Super Bowl MVP Mark Rypien, Duke All-American and Sacramento Kings guard Bobby Hurley, All-Pro offensive tackle Mike Kenn and pitcher Jack Quinn have been elected into the National Polish-American Sports Hall of Fame.


The election of Rypien, Hurley, Kenn and Quinn brings the National Polish-American Sports Hall of Fame roster to 104.  The Hall was founded in 1973 and former St. Louis Cardinal baseball great Stan Musial was the first inductee.


Rypien and Hurley were elected from the national ballot.  Kenn was selected by the Hall’s Veterans Committee and Quinn was elected from the Greats of the Past category.


Rypien, an all-Pac 10 quarterback at Washington State in 1984, played 12 seasons in the NFL.  A two-time All-Pro, he played with the Redskins, Browns, Rams, Eagles and Colts.  Rypien was named Super Bowl MVP after leading the Redskins to victory in Super Bowl XXVI over the Buffalo Bills.


Hurley was a two-time All-American at Duke leading the Blue Devils to back-to-back NCAA basketball championships in 1991 and 1992.  Selected as the Final Four MVP in 1992, Hurley left college as the all-time NCAA career leader in assists.  He was selected by the Sacramento Kings as the 7th overall pick in the 1993 Draft and played five seasons in the pros, his career ending after a near fatal auto accident.


Kenn, after a great career as an offensive tackle at the University of Michigan (1975-77), was the 13th overall choice in the 1978 Draft by the Atlanta Falcons.  At 6’7” 286 pounds, Kenn starred in the NFL for 17 seasons all with the Falcons.  He owns numerous Falcon records including games started with 243.  From 1980 to 1985 Kenn was a dominant tackle being named to five consecutive Pro Bowls.


Quinn was a spitballer and pitched for eight teams during his major league career.  He pitched in four different decades (1909-1933) ending with a career record of 247-217.  He pitched the Yankees to their first pennant in 1921 and helped the Athletics to two championships. Included among his many records are: oldest player to win a major league game (49) and start a World Series game (46).  Also, he still holds the record as the oldest player to hit a home run (47).


They will be honored at the 34th annual Induction Banquet on Thursday, June 8, at the American Polish Cultural Center in Troy, MI.  Tickets for the banquet, which begins at 6 p.m., are $75, which includes an open bar and a traditional Polish family-style dinner.  Tickets can be ordered by calling (313) 407-3300.


Information on the National Polish-American Sports Hall of Fame is available on its website at � HYPERLINK "http://www.polishsportshof.com" ��www.polishsportshof.com�.
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